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'The idea of a mobile strong-point, out of which the tank developed, probably occurred to most minds after
our first experience of attacking strongly entrenched positions; I first heard it suggested by an Intelligence
Corps officer as early as the Battle of the Aisne....the suggestion of using the 'Caterpillar tractor, which has
been experimented with at Aldershot in 1914, immediately arose....but it was so obvious a development that
it must have occurred simultaneously in many regiments and staff messes.' Thus stated Jphn Charteris, Sir
Douglas Haig's Director of Military Intelligence Obvious development it may have been, but the birth and
infancy of the tank were nevertheless weighed down by the by a truly remarkable burden of handicaps in
which the endeavour to solve the enormous number of technical problems which the construction of such a
vehicle presented at times to pale into insignificance compared with the endless squabbles between the
headstrong band of 'midwives' and 'monthly nurses' who gathered in it's nursery. It is essentially upon this
ill-associated bunch of intevnters, engineers, soldiers and politicians which Jack Smithers concentrates on
this fascinating study of the vehicle which was born out of the stalemate of the Western Front in the First
World War. As is inevitable in almost any work of history set in the first half of the century , the figure of
Winston Churchill looms large in the foreground, but the role that he played in this instance is remarkable
even by his standard when it is remembered that at the crucial time he was First Lord of the Admiralty and
theoretically had nothing to do with warfare on land. Foremost amongst the leading actors in the drama come
Sir Eustance Tennyson-d'Eyncourt, Sor Earnest Swinton, Bertie Stern, Sir William Tritton and Walter
Gordon Wilson. Of the last- few named will have heard, but as the author says, 'but for him there would have
been no tank. Not, at any rate, in 1916.' This is the first exhaustive study of the men behind the earliest tanks
and to quote the author again, 'they quarrelled-furiously at times- is hardly surprising, for these were strong-
willed men and great matters were at stake. Who was right and who was wrong hardly matters There is
honour enough for all of them.' The story of their quarrels and the machines they produced combine, under
Smithers' skill full pen, to make a remarkable and compelling study.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this A New Excalibur: The Development of the
Tank 1909-1939 book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Jacqueline Bull:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you don't
know which you should start with. This A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

John Augustine:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Charles Owens:

This A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A
New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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