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A Life Adrift, the memoir of balladeer-political activist Soeda Azembo (1872-1944), chronicles his life as one
of Japan’s first modern mass entertainers and imparts an understanding of how ordinary people experienced
and accommodated the tumult of life in prewar Japan.  Azembo created enka songs sung by tenant farmers in
rural hinterlands and factory hands in Tokyo and Osaka.  Although his work is still largely unknown outside
Japan, his poems and lyrics were so well known at his career’s peak that a single verse served as shorthand
expressing popular attitudes about political corruption, sex scandals, spiralling prices, war, and love of
motherland.  As these categories attest, he embedded in his songs contemporary views on class conflict,
gender relations, and racial attitudes toward international rivals.  Ordinary people valued Azembo’s music
because it was of them and for them. They also appreciated it for being distinctively modern and home-
grown, qualities rare among the cultural innovations that flooded into Japan from the mid-nineteenth century.
A Life Adrift stands out as the only memoir of its kind, one written first-hand by a leader in the world of enka
singing.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Manns:

Here thing why this particular A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in
Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass
Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular
Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) in e-book can be your
choice.

Loretta Tellis:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and
Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo,
Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Beth French:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this A Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in
Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) can make you experience more interested to read.



Mary Brown:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the A
Life Adrift: Soeda Azembo, Popular Song and Modern Mass Culture in Japan (Routledge Contemporary
Japan Series) when you essential it?
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