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In this pathbreaking study Jeffrey L. Rubenstein reconstructs the cultural milieu of the rabbinic academy that
produced the Babylonian Talmud, or Bavli, which quickly became the authoritative text of rabbinic Judaism
and remains so to this day. Unlike the rabbis who had earlier produced the shorter Palestinian Talmud (the
Yerushalmi) and who had passed on their teachings to students individually or in small and informal groups,
the anonymous redactors of the Bavli were part of a large institution with a distinctive, isolated, and largely
undocumented culture.

The Culture of the Babylonian Talmud explores the cultural world of these Babylonian rabbis and their
students through the prism of the stories they included in the Bavli, showing how their presentation of earlier
rabbinic teachings was influenced by their own values and practices. Among the topics explored in this
broad-ranging work are the hierarchical structure of the rabbinic academy, the use of dialectics in teaching,
the functions of violence and shame within the academy, the role of lineage in rabbinic leadership, the
marital and family lives of the rabbis, and the relationship between the rabbis and the rest of the Jewish
population. This book provides a unique and new perspective on the formative years of rabbinic Judaism and
will be essential reading for all students of the Talmud.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Culture of the Babylonian Talmud will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Maurice Miller:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Culture of the Babylonian Talmud book is readable simply by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Culture of
the Babylonian Talmud content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Culture of the Babylonian Talmud is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Deana Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. The Culture of the Babylonian Talmud can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Katie Jones:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Culture of the Babylonian Talmud can give
you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Culture of the Babylonian
Talmud.
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