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Based on extensive ethnographic fieldwork conducted in the Central Himalayan region of Kumaon, Tales of
Justice and Rituals of Divine Embodiment draws on oral and written narratives, stories, testimonies, and
rituals told and performed in relation to the "God of Justice," Goludev, and other regional deities. The book
seeks to answer several questions: How is the concept of justice defined in South Asia? Why do devotees
seek out Goludev for the resolution of matters of justice instead of using the secular courts? What are the
sociological and political consequences of situating divine justice within a secular, democratic, modern
context? Moreover, how do human beings locate themselves within the indeterminateness and struggles of
their everyday existence? What is the place of language and ritual in creating intimacy and self? How is
justice linked to intimacy, truth, and being human?

The stories and narratives in this book revolve around Goludev's own story and deeds, as well as hundreds of
petitions (manauti) written on paper that devotees hang on his temple walls, and rituals (jagar) that involve
spirit possession and the embodiment of the deity through designated mediums. The jagars are powerful,
extraordinary experiences, mesmerizing because of their intensity but also because of what they imply in
terms of how we conceptualize being human with the seemingly limitless potential to shift, alter, and
transform ourselves through language and ritual practice. The petitions, though silent and absent of the
singing, drumming, and choreography that accompany jagars, are equally powerful because of their candid
and intimate testimony to the aspirations, breakdowns, struggles, and breakthroughs that circumscribe human
existence.
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From reader reviews:

Austin Barnes:

This Tales of Justice and Rituals of Divine Embodiment: Oral Narratives from the Central Himalayas are
usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Tales of Justice and
Rituals of Divine Embodiment: Oral Narratives from the Central Himalayas can be one of the great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Tales of Justice and
Rituals of Divine Embodiment: Oral Narratives from the Central Himalayas forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Irene Howe:

Typically the book Tales of Justice and Rituals of Divine Embodiment: Oral Narratives from the Central
Himalayas has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book.
That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Ethel Orr:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Tales of Justice and Rituals of Divine
Embodiment: Oral Narratives from the Central Himalayas, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Rosemary Lilly:

This Tales of Justice and Rituals of Divine Embodiment: Oral Narratives from the Central Himalayas is
brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this Tales of Justice and Rituals of Divine Embodiment: Oral Narratives from the
Central Himalayas can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get
by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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