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Places for Happiness explores two of the most important performance-based activities in the Philippines: the
processions and Passion Plays associated with Easter and the mass-dance phenomenon known as "street
dancing." The scale of these hand-crafted performances in terms of duration, time commitment, and
productive labor marks the Philippines as one of the world's most significant and undervalued performance-
centered cultures. Drawing on a decade of fieldwork, William Peterson examines how people come together
in the streets or on temporary stages, celebrating a shared sense of community and creating places for
happiness.

The first half of the book focuses on localized and often highly idiosyncratic versions of the Passion of
Christ. Peterson considers not only what people do in these events, but what it feels like to participate. The
book's second half provides a window into the many expressions of "street dancing." Street dancing is
inflected by localized indigenous and folk dance traditions that are reinforced at school and practiced in
conjunction with religious civic festivals. Peterson identifies key frames that shape and contain the individual
in the Philippines, while tracking how the local expands its expressive home by engaging in a dialogue with
regional, national, and diasporic Filipino imaginaries.

Ultimately Places for Happiness explores how community-based performance responds to and fulfills basic
human needs. Many Filipinos rely on family members and immediate neighbors for support and sustenance,
and community-based performance assumes a unique and leading role in defining, reinforcing, and
celebrating shared belief systems. By bringing forth the internal, phenomenological, and embodied aspects of
a range of community-based practices contributing to human happiness, the book offers a cultural framework
that interweaves the individual experience with that of the collective, plotting out what resides inside the
body through the coordinates of culture.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

The book Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the Philippines can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the
Philippines? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Places for
Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the Philippines has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Carl White:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and
Performance in the Philippines was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Places for Happiness: Community, Self,
and Performance in the Philippines is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the Philippines. You never feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Thomas Woods:

This Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the Philippines book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the Philippines
without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the Philippines can bring
once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Places for Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the
Philippines having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested
in reading.

James Murray:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their



idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Places for
Happiness: Community, Self, and Performance in the Philippines.
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