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We live in a world populated not just by individuals but by figures, those larger-than-life people who in some
way express and challenge our conventional understandings of social types. This innovative and
collaborative work takes up the wide range of figures that populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia—some familiar only in specific places, others recognizable across the region
and even globally. It puts forward a series of ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and give voice to
something larger than themselves, offering a view into social life that is at once highly particular and general.
They include the Muslim Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss Beer Lao, the Rural DJ in Thailand, the
Korean Soap Opera Junkie in Burma, the Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher in Vietnam.

Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity brings together the fieldwork of over eighty scholars and covers the
nine major countries of the region: Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social transformations in
Southeast Asia and key theoretical and methodological innovations that result from ethnographic attention to
the study of key figures. Each section begins with an introduction by a country editor followed by short
essays offering vivid and intimate portraits set against the background of contemporary Southeast Asia. The
result is a volume that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-to-date portrayal of a region of the
world undergoing rapid change. A reference bibliography offers suggestions for further reading.

Figures of Southeast Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for introductory classes to Southeast Asia
studies, anthropology, and geography.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Pratt:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Figures of Southeast
Asian Modernity book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kim Bogdan:

The e-book with title Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jeff Wheeler:

Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity
although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Robert Hensley:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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