
Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory
of Frontier Captivity

Molly K. Varley

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00OSTYRAI
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00OSTYRAI
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00OSTYRAI


Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier
Captivity

Molly K. Varley

Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity Molly K. Varley
It was on the frontier, where “civilized” men and women confronted the “wilderness,” that Europeans first
became Americans—or so authorities from Frederick Jackson Turner to Theodore Roosevelt claimed. But as
the frontier disappeared, Americans believed they needed a new mechanism for fixing their collective
identity; and they found it, historian Molly K. Varley suggests, in tales of white Americans held captive by
Indians.

For Americans in the Progressive Era (1890–1916) these stories of Indian captivity seemed to prove that the
violence of national expansion had been justified, that citizens’ individual suffering had been heroic, and that
settlers’ contact with Indians and wilderness still characterized the nation’s “soul.” Furthermore, in the act of
memorializing white Indian captives—through statues, parks, and reissued narratives—small towns found a
way of inscribing themselves into the national story.

By drawing out the connections between actual captivity, captivity narratives, and the memorializing of
white captives, Varley shows how Indian captivity became a means for Progressive Era Americans to look
forward by looking back. Local boosters and cultural commentators used Indian captivity to define
“Americanism” and to renew those frontier qualities deemed vital to the survival of the nation in the post-
frontier world, such as individualism, bravery, ingenuity, enthusiasm, “manliness,” and patriotism. In
Varley’s analysis of the Progressive Era mentality, contact between white captives and Indians represented a
stage in the evolution of a new American people and affirmed the contemporary notion of America as a
melting pot.

Revealing how the recitation and interpretation of these captivity narratives changed over time—with
shifting emphasis on brutality, gender, and ethnographic and historical accuracy—Americans Recaptured
shows that tales of Indian captivity were no more fixed than American identity, but were consistently used to
give that identity its own useful, ever-evolving shape.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Americans Recaptured:
Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Americans Recaptured:
Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity is not only giving you more new information but also being
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship while using book Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity.
You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Aaron Ryan:

This Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Pearl Young:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity this
reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate
all of you.

Annmarie Windham:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier



Captivity was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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