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The American Language, first published in 1919, isH. L. Mencken's book about the English language as
spoken in the United States.

Mencken was inspired by "the argot of the colored waiters" in Washington, as well as one of hisfavorite
authors, Mark Twain, and his experiences on the streets of Baltimore. In 1902, Mencken remarked on the
"queer words which go into the making of 'United States." The book was preceded by several columns

in The Evening Sun. Mencken eventually asked "Why doesn't some painstaking pundit attempt a grammar of
the American language... English, that is, as spoken by the great masses of the plain people of thisfair land?"
It would appear that he answered his own question.

In the tradition of Noah Webster, who wrote the first American dictionary, Mencken wanted to defend
"Americanisms’ against a steady stream of English critics, who usually isolated Americanisms as borderline
barbarous perversions of the mother tongue. Mencken assaulted the prescriptive grammar of these critics and
American "schoolmarms’, arguing, like Samuel Johnson in the preface to his dictionary, that language
evolves independently of textbooks.

The book discusses the beginnings of "American”" variations from "English”, the spread of these variations,

American names and slang over the course of its 374 pages. According to Mencken, American English was
more colorful, vivid, and creative than its British counterpart.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Smith:

Inside other case, little people like to read book American Language. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant a book American Language. Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Rosemary Perez:

Here thing why this kind of American Language are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
abook isgood but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
American Language giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no guide that similar with American Language. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. When
you are having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of American Language in e-book
can be your substitute.

Randy Champion:

This American Language are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The explanation of this American Language can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this American Language giving you an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day activity. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Robert Long:

Beside this specific American Language in your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have American Language
because this book offers for your reguirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this?
Find this book and also read it from right now!
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