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Peter Balakian is a renowned poet, scholar, and memoirist; but his work as an essayist often prefigures and
illuminates all three. "I think of vise and shadow as two dimensions of the lyric (literary and visual)
imagination," he writes in the preface to this collection, which brings together essayistic writings produced
over the course of twenty-five years. Vise, "as in grabbing and holding with pressure," but also in the sense
of the vise-grip of the imagination, which can yield both clarity and knowledge. Consider the vise-grip of
some of the poems of our best lyric poets, how language might be put under pressure "as carbon might be put
under pressure to create a diamond." And shadow, the second half of the title: both as noun, "the shaded or
darker portion of the picture or view or perspective," "partial illumination and partial darkness"; and as verb,
to shadow, "to trail secretly as an inseparable companion" or a "force that follows something with fidelity; to
cast a dark light on something—a person, an event, an object, a form in nature."

Vise and Shadow draws into conversation such disparate figures as W. B. Yeats, Hart Crane, Joan Didion,
Primo Levi, Robert Rauschenberg, Bob Dylan, Elia Kazan, and Arshile Gorky, revealing how the lyric
imagination of these artists grips experience, "shadows history," and "casts its own type of illumination,"
creating one of the deepest kinds of human knowledge and sober truth. In these elegantly written essays,
Balakian offers a fresh way to think about the power of poetry, art, and the lyrical imagination as well as
history, trauma, and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Misty Barrientos:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination,
Poetry, Art, and Culture as the daily resource information.

Lilian Anderson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Vise and Shadow: Essays on the
Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric
Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture become your current starter.

Teresa Brown:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art,
and Culture was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book you wanted.

Jason Manuel:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry,
Art, and Culture was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Vise and Shadow:
Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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