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This study exposes the support that administrations in Washington have given right-wing dictatorships that
committed terrorism especially during the cold war and war on terrorism. It offers a critique of this latter
war, and the study’s portrayal of the earlier war serves as necessary background for understanding and
evaluating the latter war. It rejects the narrow definition of terrorism insisted on by Washington that exempts
terrorism committed by governments (state terrorism) from the definition, and for political reasons restricts
the term solely to the private terrorism committed by private individuals or non-governmental organizations.
Every one of the six truth commission reports used in the study—one each for El Salvador, Chile, Argentina,
and South Africa and two with remarkably similar conclusions for Guatemala-- found that the governments
were responsible for the great preponderance of terrorism and other acts of repression that occurred in their
respective countries, much more so than the guerrillas. In El Salvador, Guatemala, and Chile the
governments were found to be guilty of over 90 percent of the acts of terrorism and other acts of repression.
Sponsored by the United Nations, successor governments to those that committed state terrorism, or the
Catholic Archdiocese of Guatemala City, each of these reports is based on thousands of interviews mostly
with surviving victims or their families and friends. All of the truth commission reports charged that the state
terrorists committed unimaginable, unspeakable acts of cruelty and terrorism, what the truth commission for
Argentina characterized as an “encyclopedia of horror.” Advertised as a defense against communism and
sometimes swayed by other motives-- racism in South Africa and Guatemala and anti-Semitism in
Argentina-- the basic motive for the state terrorists was discovered to be the preservation of the status quo
and the prevention of social change. They hunted down, tortured, terrorized, and murdered peasants,
workers, students, teachers, priests, and nuns. The truth commission for Guatemala sponsored by the United
Nations found the government of that country guilty of genocide. With some exceptions, a compliant
national media engaged in self-censorship, even passing on the government inspired lies that held the
guerrillas, not the government, responsible for the bulk of the atrocities. This and other evidence suggest that
the so-called war on terrorism is a partial war that fails to target the main perpetrators, the state terrorists.
The incomplete definition insisted on by Washington shields it from being accused of being a supporter of
terrorism.

Washington’s support for state terrorist regimes typically has taken the form of training their troops in
“counterinsurgency,” now “counter-terrorism,” and by providing funds and loans, military equipment, and
diplomatic backing. The study indicates that Washington helped the Saddam Hussein regime and the
apartheid regimes in South Africa successfully develop weapons of mass destruction. Saddam used poison
against the Kurds and the Iranians. The racists in Pretoria produced six nuclear weapons, which they
destroyed, following a request from Washington, before handing over the government to Nelson Mandela. In
order to assure the continuing Kuwaiti financing of Saddam’s war of aggression against Iran (1980-1988),
the Reagan administration put the American flag on the ships of the sheikdom to protect them from Iran.
This administration also became a co-belligerent in Saddam’s “oil war,” sinking half of the Iranian navy. It is
arguable that without this aid Saddam would have been defeated and deposed by Iran in 1988.

The support for Saddam by the Reagan administration and by that of the elder Bush in its early years puts in
perspective Washington’s later moral claims for initiating wars against the dictator. Support for Saddam in



the Iran-Iraq war also serves the reader as an introduction to what is to come, as
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

This State Terrorism and the United States: From Counterinsurgency to the War on Terrorism book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific State Terrorism and the United States: From
Counterinsurgency to the War on Terrorism without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry State Terrorism and the United States: From
Counterinsurgency to the War on Terrorism can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This State Terrorism
and the United States: From Counterinsurgency to the War on Terrorism having great arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Alice Christensen:

The e-book untitled State Terrorism and the United States: From Counterinsurgency to the War on Terrorism
is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of State Terrorism and the United States: From
Counterinsurgency to the War on Terrorism from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Crowe:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication State Terrorism and the United States: From Counterinsurgency to the War
on Terrorism was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you wanted.

Gary Collis:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
State Terrorism and the United States: From Counterinsurgency to the War on Terrorism. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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