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In an impressively comparative work, Jane K. Brown explores the tension in European drama between
allegory and neoclassicism from the sixteenth through the nineteenth century. Imitation of nature is generally
thought to triumph over religious allegory in the Elizabethan and French classical theater, a shift attributable
to the recovery of Aristotle's Poetics in the Renaissance. But if Aristotle's terminology was rapidly
assimilated, Brown demonstrates that change in dramatic practice took place only gradually and partially and
that allegory was never fully cast off the stage.

The book traces a complex history of neoclassicism in which new allegorical forms flourish and older ones
are constantly revitalized. Brown reveals the allegorical survivals in the works of such major figures as
Shakespeare, Calderón, Racine, Vondel, Metastasio, Goethe, and Wagner and reads tragedy, comedy,
masque, opera, and school drama together rather than as separate developments. Throughout, she draws
illuminating parallels to modes of representation in the visual arts.

A work of broad interest to scholars, teachers, and students of theatrical form, The Persistence of Allegory
presents a fundamental rethinking of the history of European drama.
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From reader reviews:

William Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Persistence of Allegory: Drama and
Neoclassicism from Shakespeare to Wagner seemed to be making you to know about other information and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Persistence of
Allegory: Drama and Neoclassicism from Shakespeare to Wagner is not only giving you much more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Persistence of Allegory:
Drama and Neoclassicism from Shakespeare to Wagner. You never really feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Isabel Martin:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Persistence of Allegory: Drama
and Neoclassicism from Shakespeare to Wagner, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Willis Harrington:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Persistence of Allegory: Drama
and Neoclassicism from Shakespeare to Wagner can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Lawrence Abbate:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Persistence of Allegory: Drama and
Neoclassicism from Shakespeare to Wagner can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out
this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have The Persistence of Allegory: Drama and Neoclassicism from Shakespeare to Wagner.
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