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In more than ninety novels and novellas, Honoré de Balzac (1799–1850) created a universe teeming with
over two thousand characters. The Misfit of the Family reveals how Balzac, in imagining the dense, vividly
rendered social world of his novels, used his writing as a powerful means to understand and analyze—as
well as represent—a range of forms of sexuality. Moving away from the many psychoanalytic approaches to
the novelist's work, Michael Lucey contends that in order to grasp the full complexity with which sexuality
was understood by Balzac, it is necessary to appreciate how he conceived of its relation to family, history,
economics, law, and all the many structures within which sexualities take form.

The Misfit of the Family is a compelling argument that Balzac must be taken seriously as a major inventor
and purveyor of new tools for analyzing connections between the sexual and the social. Lucey’s account of
the novelist’s deployment of "sexual misfits" to impel a wide range of his most canonical works—Cousin
Pons, Cousin Bette, Eugenie Grandet, Lost Illusions, The Girl with the Golden Eyes—demonstrates how
even the flexible umbrella term "queer" barely covers the enormous diversity of erotic and social behaviors
of his characters. Lucey draws on the thinking of Michel Foucault and Pierre Bourdieu and engages the work
of critics of nineteenth-century French fiction, including Naomi Schor, D. A. Miller, Franco Moretti, and
others. His reflections on Proust as Balzac’s most cannily attentive reader suggest how the lines of social and
erotic force he locates in Balzac’s work continued to manifest themselves in twentieth-century writing and
society.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Misfit
of the Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

James Reed:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Misfit of
the Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q), you could tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Frederick Rothman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Misfit of the Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q) will give you a new experience in
reading through a book.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Misfit of the Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of
Sexuality (Series Q) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Misfit of the
Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q).
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