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In her investigation of the social history of the common British soldier in the era of the American
Revolution, Sylvia Frey has extensively surveyed recruiting records, contemporary training manuals,
statutes, and memoirsin an attempt to provide insight into the soldier's "life and mind." In the process she
has discovered more about the common soldier than anyone thought possible: his social origins and
occupational background, his size, age, and general physical condition, his personal economics and daily
existence. Her findings dispel the traditional assumption that the army was made up largely of criminals and
social misfits. Specia attention is given to soldiering as an occupation. Focusing on two of the major
campaigns of the war—the Northern Campaign which culminated at Saratoga and the Southern Campaign
which ended at Y orktown—Frey describes the human face of war, with particular emphasis on the physical
and psychic strains of campaigning in the eighteenth century. Perhaps the most important part of the work is
the analysis of the moral and material factors which induced men to accept the high risks of soldiering. Frey
rejects the traditional assumption that soldiers were motivated to fight exclusively by fear and force and
argues instead that the primary motivation to battle was generated by regimental esprit, which in the
eighteenth century substituted for patriotism. After analyzing the sources of esprit, she concludes that it was
the sustaining force for moralein along and discouraging war.This book is a contribution to our
understanding of the eighteenth century and should appeal not only to military historians but also to social
and economic historians and to those interested in the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:
Pauline Muedller:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can
read some sort of book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book The British Soldier in Americait israther good to read. Thereare a
lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Millard Lopez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
British Soldier in Americayour mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
The British Soldier in America giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern thisis
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Ralph McClure:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The British Soldier in America can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime
by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Erica Northern:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely The British Soldier in America. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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