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"It's hard to see how anyone is ever going to better this User's Manual to the life of Georges Perec" - Gilbert
Adair, Sunday Times

Winner of the Prix Goncourt for Biography, 1994

George Perec (1936-82) was one of the most significant European writers of the twentieth century and
undoubtedly the most versatile and innovative writer of his generation.

David Bellos's comprehensive biography - which also provides the first full survey of Perec's irreverent,
polymathic oeuvre - explores the life of an anguished, comical and endearingly modest man, who worked
quietly as an archivist in a medical research library. The French son of Jewish immigrants from Poland, he
remained haunted all of his life by his father's death in the war, fighting to defend France, and his mother's in
Auschwitz-Birkenau. His acclaimed novel A Void (1969) - written without using the letter "e" - has been
seen as an attempt to escape from the words "père", "mere", and even "George Perec".

His career made an auspicious start with Things: A Story of the Sixties (1965), which won the Prix Renaudot.
He then pursued an idiosyncratic and ambitious literary itinerary through the intellectual ferment of Paris in
the 1960s and 1970s.He belonged to the Ouvrior de Littérature Potentielle (OuLiPo), a radically inventive
group of writers whose members included Raymond Queneau and Italo Calvino. Perec achieved
international celebrity with Life A User's Manual (1978), which won the Prix Medicis and was voted Novel
of the Decade by the Salon du Livre. He died in his mid-forties after a short illness, leaving a truly puzzling
detective novel, 53 Days, incomplete.

"Professor Bellos's book enables us at once to relish the most wilfully bizarre aspects of Perec's oeuvre and
to understand the whys and wherefores of his protean nature" - Jonathan Romney, Literary Review
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Georges Perec:
A Life in Words? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Megan Rivera:

The book Georges Perec: A Life in Words make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Georges Perec: A Life in Words for being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a book Georges Perec: A
Life in Words. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

David Miller:

This Georges Perec: A Life in Words are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Georges Perec: A Life in Words can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Georges Perec: A Life
in Words forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Julie Gibson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Georges Perec: A Life in Words why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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