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Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject American Studies - Literature, University of Hamburg,
course: African- American Literature, language: English, abstract: First published in 1983, the story of Alice
Walker's The Color Purple is set in rural
Georgia in the 1930's. It is narrated through the letters of Celie, the protagonist, who
begins to write to God in order to tell him about her life, since her step-father sexually
abused her and told her to never tell anyone but God about it. When Celie starts to
write, she is 14 years old. Through the epistolary style of the novel, the reader gains a
good, more personal and subjective impression of Celies mental and physical condition,
and also of the situation she is growing up in, as she writes down everything she can not
tell anyone else. Also, the fact that Celie writes as she speaks intensifies the impression
that the reader is in a conversation with her. She is not trying to impress anyone with
what she writes down, but to deal with what happened to her.
In the course of the novel, the reader is introduced to the characters that play a role in
her life, as well as the relationships she has with them. Interestingly, she never gives
away the names of male persons like her step-father or husband, but calls them „He“ or
„Pa“ or „Mr___“. The names of males that are younger than her are mentioned.
Celie is exposed to undergoing a major change in her personality and situation, that in
the end lead to her financial, emotional and spiritual independence and freedom.
In this exam paper, I want to focus on the indications that make it possible for Celie to
develop her personality in such many directions, and I want to have a look at what or
who might bar her from doing so. Therefore I am first going to analyse the relationships
between Celie and the characters that are important for this topic and second have a
look at the symbols and indicators that are used by the author throughout the novel in
order to show that a change is going on.
After displaying this, I want to draw a conclusion from it, sum up my findings and give
a short reading response.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Hernandez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled "The Color Purple":
How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel?? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Julie Flanagan:

This "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this "The Color Purple": How is the
development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? can be among the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this "The Color Purple": How is the
development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Jennifer McNab:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this "The Color Purple": How is the
development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? publication written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? as good
book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book
by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Maria Ives:

Beside this specific "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie portrayed throughout the novel? in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have "The Color Purple": How is the development of Celie
portrayed throughout the novel? because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in



the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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