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From the center of Imperial Rome to the farthest reaches of ancient Britain, Gaul, and Spain, amphitheaters
marked the landscape of the Western Roman Empire. Built to bring Roman institutions and the spectacle of
Roman power to conquered peoples, many still remain as withesses to the extent and control of the empire.

In this book, Alison Futrell explores the arena as a key social and political institution for binding Rome and
its provinces. She begins with the origins of the gladiatorial contest and shows how it came to play an
important role in restructuring Roman authority in the later Republic. She then traces the spread of
amphitheaters across the Western Empire as a means of transmitting and maintaining Roman culture and
control in the provinces.

Futrell also examines the larger implications of the arena as avenue for the ritualized mass slaughter of
human beings, showing how the gladiatorial contest took on both religious and political overtones. This
wide-ranging study, which draws insights from archaeology and anthropology, as well as Classics, broadens
our understanding of the gladiatorial contest and its place within the highly politicized cult practice of the
Roman Empire.
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From reader reviews:
Ricky Copeland:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Bernetta Smith:

Often the book Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe theideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of
Roman Power is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Joan Ortega:

Why? Because this Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret thisinside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method.
S0, till want to hold up having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Debbie Yarborough:

As acollege student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Blood in the Arena: The Spectacle of Roman Power can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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