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In 1953, William Golding was a provincial schoolteacher writing books on his breaks, lunch hours and
holidays. His work had been rejected by every major publisher—until an editor at Faber and Faber pulled his
manuscript off the rejection pile. This was to become Lord of the Flies, a book that would sell in the millions
and bring Golding worldwide recognition.

Golding went on to become one of the most popular and influential British authors to have emerged since
World War II. He received the Booker Prize for the novel Rites of Passage in 1980, and the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1983. Stephen King has stated that the Castle Rock in Lord of the Flies continues to inspire him,
so much so that he named his entertainment company after it and has placed the Golding novel prominently
in his novels Hearts in Atlantis and Cujo. Golding has been called a British Vonnegut—disheveled and
darkly humorous, perverse when it would have been easier to be bitter, bitter when it would have been easier
to be lazy, sometimes more disturbing than he is palatable and above all fascinating beyond measure.

Yet despite the fame and acclaim, the renowned author saw himself as a monster—a reclusive depressive
ruled by his fears and a man who battled alcoholism throughout his life. In addition to being a schoolteacher,
Golding was a scientist, a sailor and a poet before becoming a bestselling author, and his embitterment and
alienation, his family, the women in his past, along with his experiences in the war, inform his work. This is
the first book to unpack the life and character of a man whose entire oeuvre dealt with the conflict between
light and dark in the human soul, tracing the defects of society back to the defects of human nature itself.

Drawing almost entirely on materials that have never before been made public, John Carey sheds new light
on Golding. Through his exclusive access to Golding’s family, Carey uses hundreds of letters, unpublished
works and Golding’s intimate journals to draw a revelatory and definitive portrait. An acclaimed critic,
Carey enriches crucially our appreciation of the literary work of Golding, bringing us, as the best literary
biographies do, back to the books. And with equal parts lyricism and driving emotion, Carey brings to light a
life that is extraordinary to the point of transcendent and a writer who trusted the imagination above all
things.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

The book William Golding: The Man Who Wrote Lord of the Flies can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
William Golding: The Man Who Wrote Lord of the Flies? A number of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book William Golding: The Man Who Wrote Lord of the Flies has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Nancy Kline:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of
William Golding: The Man Who Wrote Lord of the Flies book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Alan Malbrough:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
William Golding: The Man Who Wrote Lord of the Flies your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The William Golding: The Man Who Wrote Lord of the Flies giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life
with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Lloyd North:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be William Golding: The Man Who Wrote Lord of the Flies why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up



this book.
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