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This book isthe natural sequel of Social Origins and Primal Law, published three years ago. In Primal Law,
Mr. J. J. Atkinson sought for the origin of marriage prohibitions in the social conditions of early man, as
conceived of by Mr. Darwin. Man, in the opinion of the great naturalist, was ajealous animal; the sire, in
each group, kept all his female mates to himself, expelling his adolescent male offspring. From this earliest
and very drastic restriction, Mr. Atkinson, using the evidence of "avoidances' between kinsfolk in savage
society, deduced the various prohibitions on sexual unions. His ingenious theory has been received with
some favour, where it has been understood.

Mr. Atkinson said little about totemism, and, in Social Origins, | offered atheory of the Origin of Totemism;
an elaboration of the oldest of all scientific theories, that of Garcilasso de laVega, an Inca on the maternal
side, the author of the History of the Incas. Totems, he conceived, arosein the early efforts of human groups
to differentiate each from the others. Mr. Max Miller and Dr. Pikler set forth the same notion,
independently. The"clans,” or, as| say, "groups,” needed differentiation by names, such as are still used as
persona names by savages, and by names easily expressed in pictographs, and easily signalled in gesture
language. The origin of the group names, or sobriquets, once forgotten, the names, as usual, suggested a
relation between the various name-giving objects and the groups which bore them. That relation was
explained by the various myths which make the name-giving animals, plants, and other objects, mystic
kinsmen, patrons, or ancestors of the groups named after them. From reflection on this mystic rapport
between the objects and the human groups of the same names, arose the various superstitions and tabus,
including that which prohibits unions between men and women of the same animal group-name, whether by
locality or maternal descent.
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From reader reviews:
John Buckner:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Secret of the Totem
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individua but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick The Secret of the Totem become your current starter.

Paul Mackey:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Secret of the Totem why because the excellent cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Quincy Nelson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Secret of the Totem
which is having the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's see.

Patrice L ach:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the The Secret of the Totem when you necessary it?
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