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In the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, the look and feel of cemeteries in the United States
changed dramatically, from utilitarian burial grounds to the serene parklike spaces that we know today. The
so-called park cemetery was innovative not only for its distinctive landscape architecture but also because its
staff designed, ran, and maintained the cemetery, which led to a very consistent appearance. By the mid-
1800s, the influence of park cemeteries began to spread from big cities on the East Coast to the
Midwest—eventually producing fifteen transitional examples in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In The Art of
Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan, Thomas R. Dilley details the history of Grand
Rapids’ park cemeteries, finding that their development mimicked national trends and changing cultural
beliefs about honoring the dead.

Dilley begins by outlining the history and evolution of cemetery design from its earliest days to the present,
including information about key design elements and descriptions of important designers. He continues by
introducing readers to the fifteen historic cemeteries located in the city of Grand Rapids, detailing their
histories, formats, and developmental changes along with more than two hundred photos. The cemeteries are
divided between public and private properties, and are discussed chronologically, according to the dates of
their founding. Dilley also considers the artistic and architectural forms that appear in the Grand Rapids
cemeteries, including a thorough discussion of the religious and decorative symbols used on markers, the use
of sometimes florid epitaphs, and variations in the form, structure, and materials of cemetery markers of the
time. A brief section on the future of the cemetery and an extensive list of bibliographic sources and
suggestions for further reading round out this informative volume.

Readers with roots in Grand Rapids as well as those interested in social and cultural history will enjoy The
Art of Memory.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Gomes:

The book The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the great thing like a book The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted
Turtle)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Art of Memory:
Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Dewey Rascon:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries
of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The
Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle) as good book not simply by
the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Vicki Head:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries of Grand
Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Jamie Wallace:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Art of Memory: Historic Cemeteries



of Grand Rapids, Michigan (Painted Turtle).
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