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In the troubled days before the American Civil War, both Northern protectionists and Southern free trade
economists saw political economy as the key to understanding the natural laws on which every republican
political order should be based. They believed that individual freedom was one such law of nature and that
this freedom required a market economy in which citizens could freely pursue their particular economic
interests and goals.

But Northern and Southern thinkers alike feared that the pursuit of wealth in a market economy might lead to
the replacement of the independent producer by the wage laborer. A worker without property is a potential
rebel, and so the freedom and commerce that give birth to such a worker would seem to be incompatible with
preserving the content citizenry necessary for a stable, republican political order.

Around the resolution of this dilemma revolved the great debate on the desirability of slavery in this country.
Northern protectionists argued that independent labor must be protected at the same time that capitalist
development is encouraged. Southern free trade economists answered that the formation of a propertyless
class is inevitable; to keep the nation from anarchy and rebellion, slavery—justified by racism—must be
preserved at any cost.

Battles of the economists such as these left little room for political compromise between North and South as
the antebellum United States confronted the corrosive effects of capitalist development. And slavery's
retardant effect on the Southern economy ultimately created a rift within the South between those who
sought to make slavery more like capitalism and those who sought to make capitalism more like slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Sanders:

The book Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values: American Political Economists, 1819-1848 can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values: American Political Economists, 1819-1848? A few of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values:
American Political Economists, 1819-1848 has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Goldie Oleary:

This Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values: American Political Economists, 1819-1848 book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. That Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values: American Political
Economists, 1819-1848 without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values: American Political
Economists, 1819-1848 can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican
Values: American Political Economists, 1819-1848 having very good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Joaquin Bedard:

The publication with title Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values: American Political Economists,
1819-1848 includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

John Davis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching



for the Capitalism, Slavery, and Republican Values: American Political Economists, 1819-1848 when you
necessary it?
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