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A unique collection of eulogies of the twentieth century's greatest figures, written by conservative icon
William F. Buckley Jr. and compiled by National Review and Fox News White House correspondent
James Rosen

In a half-century on the national stage, William F. Buckley Jr. achieved unique stature as a polemicist and
the undisputed godfather of modern American conservatism. He knew everybody, hosted everybody at his
East 73rd Street maisonette, skewered everybody who needed skewering, and in general lived life on a scale,
and in a swashbuckling manner, that captivated and inspired countless young conservatives across that half-
century. 

Among all of his distinctions, which include founding the conservative magazine National Review and
serving as host on the long running talk show Firing Line, Buckley was a master of that most elusive of art
forms: the eulogy. Buckley drew on his unrivaled gifts in what he liked to call "the controversial arts" to
mourn, celebrate, or seek eternal mercy for the men and women who touched his life and the nation; to
conjure their personalities, recall memorable moments, herald their greatness; or to remind readers of why a
given individual, even with the grace that death can uniquely confer, should be remembered as evil. 

At all points, these remembrances reflect Buckley's singular voice, with its elegant touch and mordant
humor, and lend to the lives departed a final tribute consistent with their own careers, lives, and
accomplishments. Of the more than 100 eulogies located in Buckley's vast archive of published works, A
Torch Kept Lit collects the very best, those remembering the most consequential lives (Kennedy, Nixon,
Reagan), the most famous to today's readers (Elvis Presley, John Lennon, Jacqueline Onassis, Princess
Diana), those who loomed largest in the conservative movement (Evan Galbraith, Milton Friedman), the
most accomplished in the literary world (Truman Capote, William Shawn, Norman Mailer), the most
mysterious (Soviet spy Alger Hiss, CIA spymaster Richard Helms), and those most dear to WFB (his father
and wife).
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this A Torch Kept Lit: Great Lives of the Twentieth Century.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the A Torch Kept Lit: Great Lives of
the Twentieth Century is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Patricia Oyler:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled A Torch Kept Lit: Great Lives of the Twentieth Century can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Betty Patton:

Why? Because this A Torch Kept Lit: Great Lives of the Twentieth Century is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.
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