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From one of our most universally admired poets: a generous selection from his five acclaimed books of
poetry, and an outstanding group of new poems.

From the outset, Brad Leithauser has displayed a venturesome taste for quirky patterns, innovative designs
sprung loose from traditional forms. In The Oldest Word for Dawn, we encounter a sonnet in one-syllable
lines (“Post-Coitum Tristesse”), a clanging rhyme-mad tribute to the music of Tin Pan Alley (“A Good
List”), intricate buried rhyme schemes (“In Minako Wada’s House”), autobiography spun through parodies
of Frost and Keats and Omar Khayyám (“Two Summer Jobs”).
In a new poem, “Earlier,” the poet investigates a kind of paradox: What is the oldest word for dawn in any
language? The pursuit ultimately descends into the roots of speech, the genesis of art. “Earlier” is part of a
sequence devoted to prehistoric themes: the cave paintings of Altamira, the disappearance of the
Neanderthals, the poet’s journey with his teenage daughter to excavate a triceratops skeleton in Montana . . .

The author of six novels as well, Leithauser not surprisingly brings to his verse a flair for compelling
narrative: a fateful romantic encounter on a streetcar (“1944: Purple Heart”); the mesmerizing arrival of
television in a quiet Detroit neighborhood (“Not Lunar Exactly”); two boys heedlessly, joyfully bidding
permanent farewell to a beloved sister (“Emigrant’s Story”).
             
 The Oldest Word for Dawn reveals Brad Leithauser as a poet of surpassing tenderness and exactitude, a poet
whose work, at sixty, fulfills the promise noted by James Merrill on the publication of his first book: “The
observations glisten, the feelings ring true. These poems by a young, unostentatious craftsman are made to
something very like perfection. No one should overlook them.”  
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Parker:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Oldest Word for
Dawn: New and Selected Poems book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michael Pabon:

The publication untitled The Oldest Word for Dawn: New and Selected Poems is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Oldest Word for Dawn: New and
Selected Poems from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Lois Huseby:

This The Oldest Word for Dawn: New and Selected Poems is great reserve for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Oldest Word for Dawn: New and Selected Poems in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny
right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt that will?

Adrienne Helms:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Oldest Word
for Dawn: New and Selected Poems which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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