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DNA testing and advances in forensic science have shaken the foundations of the U.S. criminal justice
system. One of the most visible results is the exoneration of inmates who were wrongly convicted and
incarcerated, many of them sentenced to death for crimes they did not commit. This has caused a quandary
for many states: how can claims of innocence be properly investigated and how can innocent inmates be
reliably distinguished from the guilty? In answer, some states have created “innocence commissions” to
establish policies and provide legal assistance to the improperly imprisoned.

The Innocence Commission describes the creation and first years of the Innocence Commission for
Virginia (ICVA), the second innocence commission in the nation and the first to conduct a systematic
inquiry into all cases of wrongful conviction. Written by Jon B. Gould, the Chair of the ICVA, who is a
professor of justice studies and an attorney, the author focuses on twelve wrongful conviction cases to show
how and why wrongful convictions occur, what steps legal and state advocates took to investigate the
convictions, how these prisoners were ultimately freed, and what lessons can be learned from their
experiences.

Gould recounts how a small band of attorneys and other advocates — in Virginia and around the country —
have fought wrongful convictions in court, advanced the subject of wrongful convictions in the media, and
sought to remedy the issue of wrongful convictions in the political arena. He makes a strong case for the
need for Innocence Commissions in every state, showing that not only do Innocence Commissions help to
identify weaknesses in the criminal justice system and offer workable improvements, but also protect society
by helping to ensure that actual perpetrators are expeditiously identified, arrested, and brought to trial.
Everyone has an interest in preventing wrongful convictions, from police officers and prosecutors, who seek
the latest and best investigative techniques, to taxpayers, who want an efficient criminal justice system, to
suspects who are erroneously pursued and sometimes convicted.

Free of legal jargon and written for a general audience, The Innocence Commission is instructive,
informative, and highly compelling reading.
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From reader reviews:

Margarita Toman:

This The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the Criminal Justice
System book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This The Innocence Commission: Preventing
Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the Criminal Justice System without we recognize teach the one who
reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Innocence Commission:
Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the Criminal Justice System can bring once you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the Criminal
Justice System having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Eugene Obrien:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Innocence
Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the Criminal Justice System book since this
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Mary Andrade:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the particular book you have read will be The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful
Convictions and Restoring the Criminal Justice System.

Conrad Degregorio:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that



recommended to you is The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the
Criminal Justice System this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
That's why this book suitable all of you.
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