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Uncertainty is interwoven into human existence. It is a powerful incentive in the search for knowledge and
an inherent component of scientific research. We have developed many ways of coping with uncertainty. We
make promises, manage risks and make predictions to try to clear the mists and predict ahead. But the future
is inherently uncertain - and the mist that shrouds our path an inherent part of our journey. The burning
question is whether our societies can face up to uncertainty, learn to embrace it and whether we can open up
to a constantly evolving future.

In this new book, Helga Nowotny shows how research can thrive at the cusp of uncertainty.  Science, she
argues, can eventually transform uncertainty into certainty, but into certainty which remains always
provisional.

Uncertainty is never completely static.  It is constantly evolving. It encompasses geological time scales and,
at the level of human experience, split-second changes as cells divide. Life and death decisions are taken in
the blink of the eye, while human interactions with the natural environment may reveal their impact over
millennia.

Uncertainty is cunning. It appears at unexpected moments, it shuns the straight line, takes the oblique route
and sometimes the unexpected short-cut. As we acknowledge the cunning of uncertainty, its threats retreat.
We accept that any scientific inquiry must produce results that are provisional and uncertain. This message is
vital for politicians and policy-makers: do not be tempted by small, short-term, controllable gains to the
exclusion of uncertain, high-gain opportunities.

Wide-ranging in its use of examples and enriched by the author’s experience as President of the European
Research Council, one of the world’s leading funding organisations for fundamental research. The Cunning
of Uncertainty is a must-read for students and scholars of all disciplines, politicians, policy-makers and
anyone concerned with the fundamental role of knowledge and science in our societies today.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Carr:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Cunning of Uncertainty is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Martin Phair:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Cunning of Uncertainty can be very
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Wendy Poston:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The
Cunning of Uncertainty which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Clara Radtke:

You can get this The Cunning of Uncertainty by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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