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Russell B. Goodman tells the story of the development of philosophy in America from the mid-18th century
to the late 19th century. The key figures in this story, Jonathan Edwards, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas
Jefferson, the writers of The Federalist, and the romantics (or 'transcendentalists') Emerson and Thoreau,
were not professors but men of the world, whose deep formative influence on American thought brought
philosophy together with religion, politics, and
literature. Goodman considers their work in relation to the philosophers and other thinkers they found
important: the deism of John Toland and Matthew Tindal, the moral sense theories of Francis Hutcheson,
Adam Smith, and David Hume, the political and religious philosophy of John Locke, the romanticism of
William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and the transcendental idealism of Immanuel Kant.
Goodman discusses Edwards's condemnation and Franklin's acceptance of deism, argues that Jefferson was
an Epicurean in his metaphysical views and a Christian, Stoic, and Epicurean in his moral outlook, traces
Emerson's debts to writers from Madame de Staël to William Ellery Channing, and considers Thoreau's
orientation to the universe through sitting and walking.

The morality of American slavery is a major theme in American Philosophy before Pragmatism, introduced
not to excuse or condemn, but to study how five formidably intelligent people thought about the question
when it was—as it no longer is for us—open. Edwards, Franklin and Jefferson owned slaves, though
Franklin and Jefferson played important roles in disturbing the uneasy American moral equilibrium that
included slavery, even as they approved an American constitution that included
it. Emerson and Thoreau were prominent public opponents of slavery in the eighteen forties and fifties. The
book contains an Interlude on the concept of a republic and concludes with an Epilogue documenting some
continuities in American philosophy, particularly between Emerson and the pragmatists.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book American Philosophy before Pragmatism
(The Oxford History of Philosophy). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important the book American Philosophy before Pragmatism (The Oxford History of
Philosophy). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Michelle Chase:

The book American Philosophy before Pragmatism (The Oxford History of Philosophy) gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make examining a book American Philosophy before Pragmatism (The Oxford History of Philosophy)
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication
American Philosophy before Pragmatism (The Oxford History of Philosophy). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Linda Livingston:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular American
Philosophy before Pragmatism (The Oxford History of Philosophy) to read.

Andrew Nixon:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve



their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
American Philosophy before Pragmatism (The Oxford History of Philosophy).
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