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In 1850 there were perhaps 2000 country houses in Ireland. Each Big House dominated its locality, but by
the end of the 20th century, only a few hundred survived intact. No more than a handful were still in the
possession of their original owners, or contained many of their original contents, including a substantial
library. In some cases, this might well have been the only library in the district, though whether it was a
carefully assembled collection or a haphazard accumulation of ancestral books would have varied from place
to place. The National Trust in what is now Northern Ireland is responsible for most of the survivors. These
collections have survived almost like time capsules, never subject to atmospheric pollution or the attentions
of reforming librarians, and not heavily used in modern times. Many of their books contain the bookplates
and ownership inscriptions of their long-dead owners, as well as instructions to binders, handwritten
marginal notes and prices, and even the odd pressed flower; most are also in their original bindings. Together
these features tell us a good deal about the tastes and interests of the people who owned them, and about the
use, abuse, and circulation of print across the whole of Ireland over a period of more than 400 years.
Drawing on a wide range of previously untapped sources and evidence from the collections themselves, this
lavishly-illustrated book is a must for anyone interested in the history of reading, collecting, or country
houses in Ireland.
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From reader reviews:

Don Numbers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the publication entitled The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster Country Houses. Try to face
the book The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster Country Houses as your close friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Tony Valdez:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster Country
Houses. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster Country Houses. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Ophelia Ellis:

The e-book untitled The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster Country Houses is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster Country Houses
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Beside this kind of The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster Country Houses in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Big House Library in Ireland: Books in Ulster
Country Houses because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but
you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!
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