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In a kind of social tour of sympathy, Candace Clark reveals that the emotional experience we call sympathy
has a history, logic, and life of its own. Although sympathy may seem to be a natural, reflexive reaction,
people are not born knowing when, for whom, and in what circumstances sympathy is appropriate. Rather,
they learn elaborate, highly specific rules—different rules for men than for women—that guide when to feel
or display sympathy, when to claim it, and how to accept it. Using extensive interviews, cultural artifacts,
and "intensive eavesdropping" in public places, such as hospitals and funeral parlors, as well as analyzing
charity appeals, blues lyrics, greeting cards, novels, and media reports, Clark shows that we learn culturally
prescribed rules that govern our expression of sympathy.

"Clark's . . . research methods [are] inventive and her glimpses of U.S. life revealing. . . . And you have to
love a social scientist so respectful of Miss Manners."—Clifford Orwin, Toronto Globe and Mail

"Clark offers a thought-provoking and quite interesting etiquette of sympathy according to which we ought
to act in order to preserve the sympathy credits we can call on in time of need."—Virginia Quarterly Review
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From reader reviews:

William Hickman:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Misery and Company: Sympathy
in Everyday Life is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Dominic Maddock:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Misery and Company: Sympathy in
Everyday Life book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Misery and
Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kimberly Casselman:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Misery and Company: Sympathy in Everyday Life. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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