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The first significant book on the history and impact of the ADA—the “eyes on the prize” moment for
disability rights
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is the widest-ranging and most comprehensive piece of civil
rights legislation ever passed in the United States, and it has become the model for disability-based laws
around the world. Yet the surprising story behind how the bill came to be is little known.

In this riveting account, acclaimed disability scholar Lennard J. Davis delivers the first behind-the-scenes
and on-the-ground narrative of how a band of leftist Berkeley hippies managed to make an alliance with
upper-crust, conservative Republicans to bring about a truly bipartisan bill. Based on extensive interviews
with all the major players involved including legislators and activists, Davis recreates the dramatic tension of
a story that is anything but a dry account of bills and speeches. Rather, it’s filled with one indefatigable
character after another, culminating in explosive moments when the hidden army of the disability community
stages scenes like the iconic “Capitol Crawl” or an event some describe as “deaf Selma,” when students
stormed Gallaudet University demanding a “Deaf President Now!”

From inside the offices of newly formed disability groups to secret breakfast meetings surreptitiously held
outside the White House grounds, here we meet countless unsung characters, including political
heavyweights and disability advocates on the front lines. “You want to fight?” an angered Ted Kennedy
would shout in an upstairs room at the Capitol while negotiating the final details of the ADA. Congressman
Tony Coelho, whose parents once thought him to be possessed by the devil because of his epilepsy, later
became the bill’s primary sponsor. There’s Justin Dart, adorned in disability power buttons and his signature
cowboy hat, who took to the road canvassing fifty states, and people like Patrisha Wright, also known as
“The General,” Arlene Myerson or “the brains,” “architect” Bob Funk, and visionary Mary Lou Breslin, who
left the hippie highlands of the West to pursue equal rights in the marble halls of DC. 

Published for the twenty-fifth anniversary of the ADA, Enabling Acts promises to ignite readers in a
discussion of disability rights by documenting this “eyes on the prize” moment for tens of millions of
American citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Carl White:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of How the Americans
with Disabilities Act Gave the Largest US Minority Its Rights. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of
How the Americans with Disabilities Act Gave the Largest US Minority Its Rights. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Howard Kincaid:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of How the Americans with Disabilities Act Gave the Largest US
Minority Its Rights.

Lucy Fletcher:

You can get this Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of How the Americans with Disabilities Act Gave the
Largest US Minority Its Rights by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jean Gadson:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of
How the Americans with Disabilities Act Gave the Largest US Minority Its Rights to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book
Enabling Acts: The Hidden Story of How the Americans with Disabilities Act Gave the Largest US Minority



Its Rights can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
their time.
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