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As the theoretical alignments within academia shift, this book introduces a surprising variety of realism to
abolish the old positivist-theory dichotomy that has haunted Art History. Demanding frankly the referential
detachment of the objects under study, the book proposes a stratified, multi-causal account of art history that
addresses postmodern concerns while saving it from its errors of self-refutation. Building from the very basic
distinction between intransitive being and transitive knowing, objects can be affirmed as real while our
knowledge of them is held to be fallible. Several focused chapters address basic problems while introducing
philosophical reflection into art history. These include basic ontological distinctions between society and
culture, general and “special” history, the discontinuity of cultural objects, the importance of definition for
special history, scales, facets and fiat objects as forms of historical structure, the nature of evidence and
proof, historical truth and controversies. Stressing Critical Realism as the stratified, multi-causal approach
needed for productive research today in the academy, this book creates the subject of the ontology of art
history and sets aside a theoretical space for metaphysical reflection, thus clarifying the usually muddy
distinction between theory, methodology, and historiography in art history.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this A Realist Theory of Art History (Ontological
Explorations).

Tyrone Knudson:

This A Realist Theory of Art History (Ontological Explorations) book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This specific A Realist Theory of Art History (Ontological Explorations) without we recognize teach the
one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry A Realist Theory of Art
History (Ontological Explorations) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This A Realist Theory of Art
History (Ontological Explorations) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Julie Flanagan:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Realist Theory of Art History
(Ontological Explorations), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Bridget Dell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. A Realist Theory of Art History (Ontological Explorations) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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