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This book is an exploration of the syntax of external arguments in transitivity alternations from a cross-
linguistic perspective. It focuses particularly on the causative/anticausative alternation, which the authors
take to be a Voice alternation, and the formation of adjectival participles. The authors use data principally
from English, German, and Greek to demonstrate that the presence of anticausative morphology does not
have any truth-conditional effects, but
that marked anticausatives involve more structure than their unmarked counterparts. This morphology is
therefore argued to be associated with a semantically inert Voice head that the authors call 'expletive Voice'.
The authors also propose that passive formation is not identical across languages, and
that the distinction between target vs. result state participles is crucial in understanding the contribution of
Voice in adjectival passives.

The book provides the tools required to investigate the morphosyntactic structure of verbs and participles,
and to identify the properties of verbal alternations across languages. It will be of interest to theoretical
linguists from graduate level upwards, particularly those specializing in morphosyntax and typology.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in Theoretical
Linguistics)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Francine Nott:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in
Theoretical Linguistics), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Jacqueline Lewis:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like External Arguments in Transitivity
Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in Theoretical Linguistics) which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Pat Tran:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the External Arguments in Transitivity Alternations: A Layering Approach (Oxford Studies in Theoretical



Linguistics) when you required it?
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