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Over the course of the twentieth century, the relationship between Americans and their domestic animals has
changed dramatically. In the 1890s, pets were a luxury, horses were the primary mode of transport, and
nearly half of all Americans lived or worked on farms. Today, the pet industry is a multibillion-dollar-a-year
business, keeping horses has become an expensive hobby, and consumers buy milk and meat in pristine
supermarkets. Veterinarians have been very much a part of these changes in human-animal relationships.
Indeed, the development of their profession?from horse doctor to medical scientist?provides an important
perspective on these significant transformations in America's social, cultural, and economic history.

In Valuing Animals, Susan D. Jones, trained as both veterinarian and historian, traces the rise of veterinary
medicine and its impact on the often conflicting ways in which Americans have assessed the utility and
worth of domesticated creatures. She first looks at how the eclipse of the horse by motorized vehicles in the
early years of the century created a crisis for veterinary education, practice, and research. In response,
veterinarians intensified their activities in making the livestock industry more sanitary and profitable.
Beginning in the 1930s, veterinarians turned to the burgeoning number of house pets whose sentimental
value to their owners translated into new market opportunities. Jones describes how vets overcame their
initial doubts about the significance of this market and began devising new treatments and establishing
appropriate standards of care, helping to create modern pet culture.

Americans today value domestic animals for reasons that typically combine exploitation and companionship.
Both controversial and compelling, Valuing Animals uncovers the extent to which veterinary medicine has
shaped?and been shaped by?this contradictory attitude.
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From reader reviews:

Alvaro Holloway:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Valuing Animals: Veterinarians and
Their Patients in Modern America (Animals, History, Culture) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Richard Valadez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Valuing Animals: Veterinarians and Their
Patients in Modern America (Animals, History, Culture). All type of book are you able to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Martha Royal:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Valuing Animals: Veterinarians and Their Patients in Modern
America (Animals, History, Culture) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Joshua White:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. With the book Valuing Animals: Veterinarians and Their Patients in Modern America
(Animals, History, Culture) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative
person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book Valuing Animals: Veterinarians and Their Patients in
Modern America (Animals, History, Culture). You can more attractive than now.
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