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Many critics consider The Initials of the Earth to be the quintessential novel of the Cuban Revolution and the
finest work by the Cuban writer and filmmaker Jesús Díaz. Born in Havana in 1941, Díaz was a witness to
the Revolution and ardent supporter of it until the last decade of his life. In 1992 he took up residence as an
exile in Berlin and later in Madrid, where he died in 2002. This is the first of his books to be translated into
English.

Originally written in the 1970s, then rewritten and published simultaneously in Havana and Madrid in 1987,
The Initials of the Earth spans the tumultuous years from the 1950s until the 1970s, encompassing the
Revolution and its immediate aftermath. The novel opens as the protagonist, Carlos Pérez Cifredo, sits down
to fill out a questionnaire for readmission to the Cuban Communist Party. It closes with Carlos standing
before a panel of Party members charged with assessing his merit as an “exemplary worker.” The chapters
between relate Carlos’s experiences of the pre- and postrevolutionary era. His family is torn apart as some
members reject the Revolution and flee the country while others, including Carlos, choose to stay. He
witnesses key events including the Bay of Pigs invasion, the Cuban missile crisis, and the economically
disastrous sugar harvest of 1970. Throughout the novel, Díaz vividly renders Cuban culture through humor,
slogans, and slang; Afro-Cuban religion; and references to popular music, movies, and comics.

This edition of The Initials of the Earth includes a bibliography and filmography of Diaz’s works and a
timeline of the major events of the Cuban revolutionary period. In his epilogue, the Cuban writer Ambrosio
Fornet reflects on Díaz’s surprising 1992 renunciation of the Revolution, their decades-long friendship, and
the novel’s reception, structure, and place within Cuban literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Douglas:

This The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) can
be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lisa Westra:

This book untitled The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Joy Carlson:

The actual book The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after looking over this book.

Sylvia Alexander:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) why because the
amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.



Download and Read Online The Initials of the Earth (Latin
America in Translation) Jesús Díaz #L3XRE79KMVI



Read The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) by
Jesús Díaz for online ebook

The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) by Jesús Díaz Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) by Jesús Díaz books to read online.

Online The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) by Jesús Díaz ebook
PDF download

The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) by Jesús Díaz Doc

The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) by Jesús Díaz Mobipocket

The Initials of the Earth (Latin America in Translation) by Jesús Díaz EPub


