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In its propaganda, the Chinese Communist Party does not deny the value of “democracy”, but it insists that
democracy in China can be only “socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics”. The most essential
nature of such “democracy” is that it is under the single-party system and it excludes multi-party politics and
competitive elections. In recent years, “Chinese democracy” has won more support because of achievements
the party has made in developing economy. This raises a question: does this “efficient” authoritarian political
system in China, even if it is not democratic, deserve applause because it can facilitate economic
development? The party also insists that it is “democratic”. But, is the party's theory of “democracy”
compatible with western democracy?

Since 1998, the party has organized some political reforms, such as “direct elections” for township
executives, “direct elections” for township party secretaries, township party congress reform and
“deliberative democracy” experiments, while maintaining single-party politics. In the party's propaganda,
some of these reforms have become party achievements in improving “socialist democracy with Chinese
characteristics”. In addition to these four kinds of party-organized reforms, another “reform” originated from
the grassroots, the participation of independent candidates in a few local people's congress elections.

This book examines these five local political reforms. It demonstrates that the four reforms instigated and
organized by the party were tightly controlled and manipulated by the party. Although some reform
measures may possibly liberalize parts of China's political mechanism, it is highly unlikely that the four
reforms will eventually lead to political democratization in China. In the fifth “reform”, which was motivated
from outside the bureaucratic system, the party took drastic measures to repress the political participation of
grassroots power. As a result, nearly all independent candidates in the local people's congress elections failed
in their attempts to gain office. The prospects for this “reform” are also poor. The book argues that all five
reforms have failed and that none will lead to China’s democratization in the near future. The book
concludes that the party’s authoritarian regime in China is by nature anti-democratic and that so-called
“socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics” is not democratic.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Failure of China's
Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

James Ames:

The reserve with title The Failure of China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political
Development) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Johnny Ballance:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Failure of China's Democratic
Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Failure of China's
Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development) become your own personal starter.

Meredith Bailey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve The Failure of China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese
Political Development) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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