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A villagein Sierra Leone. A refugee trail over the Pyreneesin French Catalonia. A historic copper minein
Sweden. The Shuf mountains in Lebanon. The Swiss Alps. The heart of the West African diasporain
southeast London. The anthropologist Michael Jackson makes his sojourns to each of these far-flung
locations, and to his native New Zealand, occasions for exploring the contradictions and predicaments of
social existence. He calls his explorations “excursions’ not only because each involved breaking with settled
routines and certainties, but because the image of an excursion suggests that thought is always on the way,
the thinker ajourneyman whose views are perpetually tested by encounters with others. Throughout
Excursions, Jackson emphasizes the need for preconceptions and conventional mindsets to be replaced by the
kind of open-minded critical engagement with the world that is the hallmark of cultural anthropology.

Focusing on the struggles and quandaries of everyday life, Jackson touches on matters at the core of
anthropol ogy—the state, violence, exile and belonging, labor, indigenous rights, narrative, power, home, and
history. Heis particularly interested in the gaps that characterize human existence, such as those between
insularity and openness, between the things over which we have some control and the things over which we
have none, and between ourselves and others as we talk past each other, missing each others' meanings.
Urging arecognition of the limits to which human existence can be explained in terms of cause and effect, he
suggests that knowing why things happen may ultimately be less important than trying to understand how
people endure in the face of hardship.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Langdon:

The book Excursions make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable alot
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Excursions to become your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or al subjects. Y ou may know everything
if you like start and read a guide Excursions. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this book?

Tammy Pursell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work thisis
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Excursions why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

FrancesDrury:

This Excursionsis great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately
using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Excursionsin your hand like getting the world in
your arm, info in it isnot ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt this?

Mark Brainerd:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
doisjust spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the booksin
thetop list in your reading list is usualy Excursions. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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