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William Lloyd Garrison argued--and many leading historians have since agreed--that the Constitution of the
United States was a proslavery document. Garrison called it "a covenant with death, and an agreement with
hell." But in The Slaveholding Republic, one of America's most eminent historians, Don E. Fehrenbacher,
argues against this claim, in a wide-ranging, landmark history that stretches from the Continental Congress to
the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln.
Fehrenbacher ranges from sharp-eyed analyses of the deal-making behind the "proslavery clauses" of the
constitution, to colorful accounts of partisan debates in Congress and heated confrontations with Great
Britain (for instance, over slaves taken off American ships and freed in British ports). He shows us that the
Constitution itself was more or less neutral on the issue of slavery and that, in the antebellum period, the idea
that the Constitution protected slavery was hotly debated (many Northerners would concede only that slavery
was protected by state law, not by federal law). Nevertheless, he also reveals that US policy--whether in
foreign courts, on the high seas, in federal territories, or even in the District of Columbia--was consistently
proslavery. The book concludes with a brilliant portrait of Lincoln. Fehrenbacher makes clear why Lincoln's
election was such a shock to the South and shows how Lincoln's approach to emancipation, which seems
exceedingly cautious by modern standards, quickly evolved into a "Republican revolution" that ended the
anomaly of the United States as a "slaveholding republic."
The last and perhaps most important book by a Pulitzer-Prize winning historian, The Slaveholding Republic
illuminates one of the most enduring issues in our nation's history.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Stiles:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the United States
Government's Relations to Slavery. Try to make the book The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the
United States Government's Relations to Slavery as your good friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Kathleen Strickland:

The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the United States Government's Relations to Slavery can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the United States Government's
Relations to Slavery nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Lewis:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Slaveholding Republic: An Account
of the United States Government's Relations to Slavery is simple to create you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Curtis Waters:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Slaveholding Republic: An
Account of the United States Government's Relations to Slavery to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Slaveholding
Republic: An Account of the United States Government's Relations to Slavery can to be your friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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