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For sixteen days the armies had grappled—a grueling horror-show of nonstop battle, march, and maneuver
that stretched through May of 1864. Federal commander Ulysses S. Grant had resolved to destroy his
Confederate adversaries through attrition if by no other means. He would just keep at them until he used
them up.

Meanwhile, Grant’s Confederate counterpart, Robert E. Lee, looked for an opportunity to regain the
offensiveinitiative. “We must strike them a blow,” he told his lieutenants.

Thetoll on both armies was staggering.

But Grant’swar of attrition began to take itstoll in amore insidious way. Both army
commanders—operating on the dark edge of exhaustion, fighting off illness, pressure-cooked by
stress—began to fed the effects of that continuous, merciless grind in very persona ways. Punch-drunk
tired, they began to second-guess themselves, began missing opportunities, began making mistakes.

As aresult, along the banks of the North Anna River, commanders on both sides brought their armies to the
brink of destruction without even knowing it.

Picking up the story started in the Emerging Civil War Series book A Season of Slaughter: The Battle of
Spotsylvania Courthouse, historian Chris Mackowski follows the road south to the North Anna River. Strike
Them a Blow: Battle Along the North Anna River offers a concise, engaging account of the mistakes and
missed opportunities of the third—and least understood—phase of the Overland Campaign.
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From reader reviews:
Jimmy Hostetter:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Strike
Them aBlow: Battle along the North Anna River, May 21-25, 1864 (Emerging Civil War Series) iskind of
publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Tammy Jones:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which isinside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen inside you if you take Strike Them a Blow: Battle along the North Anna River,
May 21-25, 1864 (Emerging Civil War Series) as your daily resource information.

Deborah Walker:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Strike Them a Blow: Battle along the North Anna River, May 21-25, 1864 (Emerging Civil War
Series) can be your answer asit can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Gary Askew:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine abook. When you learn a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book hasalot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Strike Them a
Blow: Battle along the North Anna River, May 21-25, 1864 (Emerging Civil War Series) provide you with a
new experience in reading through a book.
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