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Drawing on extensive interviews with ninety-four women prisoners, Megan Sweeney examines how
incarcerated women use available reading materials to come to terms with their pasts, negotiate their present
experiences, and reach toward different futures.

Foregrounding the voices of African American women, Sweeney analyzes how prisoners read three popular
genres: narratives of victimization, urban crime fiction, and self-help books. She outlines the history of
reading and education in U.S. prisons, highlighting how the increasing dehumanization of prisoners has
resulted in diminished prison libraries and restricted opportunities for reading. Although penal officials have
sometimes endorsed reading as a means to control prisoners, Sweeney illuminates the resourceful ways in
which prisoners educate and empower themselves through reading. Given the scarcity of counseling and
education in prisons, women use books to make meaning from their experiences, to gain guidance and
support, to experiment with new ways of being, and to maintain connections with the world.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Reading Is My Window: Books and the
Art of Reading in Women's Prisons book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Brandon Adams:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Reading Is My Window: Books and the Art
of Reading in Women's Prisons as your daily resource information.

Russell Hardison:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Reading Is My Window: Books and
the Art of Reading in Women's Prisons, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Denise Kerrigan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Reading Is My Window: Books and the Art of Reading in Women's Prisons when you essential it?
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