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From the cubit used by Noah to build the ark to the angstrom in spectroscopy, units of measure have been
integral to science and engineering. Throughout history, countless systems of measurement have been
devised and then discarded as more precise and more logical systems have come along. While most of the
world has adopted the metric system, the United States -- with the curious exception of soda bottles --
adheres to the imperial system, even though the country has officially been a metric nation since 1893, when
Thomas Corwin Mendenhall declared metric prototypes the country's "fundamental standards of length and
mass." The convenience of the base-ten metric system is undeniable, and so are the costs associated with not
converting to metric. Yet, Americans still cling to inches, quarts, and ounces. Clearly, there is more to
measurement than logic.

In Measure for Measure, Alex Hebra offers a delightfully engaging and instructive history of measurement
systems from ancient times to the present, exploring how and why such units as the stadium, the span, and
the parsec first came about. Tracing civilization's various efforts to calculate distance, volume, mass, energy,
and time, he explains how units of measurement are applied in such fields as mechanical engineering,
physics, optics, and astronomy. In particular, Hebra focuses on the development of the metric system,
arguing that even the United States will eventually join the worldwide metric community. Deeply informed
and imaginatively told, Measure for Measure chronicles humanity's imperfect search for the perfect system
with which to quantify reality.
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From reader reviews:

Donovan Houseman:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric,
and Other Units is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Morgan Lytle:

This Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Measure for Measure: The Story of
Imperial, Metric, and Other Units can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Stuart Rosado:

Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ronald Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial,
Metric, and Other Units can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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