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For the better part of the last century, "preservation” and "multi-use conservation" were the watchwords for
managing federal lands and resources. But in the 1990s, amidst notable failures and overwhelming needs,
policymakers, land managers, and environmental scholars were calling for anew paradigm: ecosystem
management. Such an approach would integrate federal land and resource management across jurisdictional
boundaries; it would protect biodiversity and economic development; and it would make federal
management more collaborative and less hierarchical. That, at any rate, was the idea. Where the idea came
from—why ecosystem management emerged as official policy in the 1990s—is half of the story that James
Skillen tellsin thistimely book. The other half: Why, over the course of a mere decade, the policy fell out of
favor?

This closely focused history describes an old system of preservation and multi-use conservation ill equipped
to cope with the new ecological, legal, and political redlities confronting federal agencies. Ecosystem
management, it was assumed, would not demand choices between substantive and procedural needs.
Looming even larger in the push for the new approach was a shift of emphasisin both ecology and political
science—from stability and predictability to dynamism and contingency. Ecosystem management offered
more modest managerial goalsinformed by direct public participation as well as scientific expertise. But as
Skillen shows, this purported balance proved to be the policy's undoing. Different interpretations presented
conflicting emphases on scientific and democratic authority. By 2001, when both models had been tested, the
Bush administration faulted federal ecosystern management for running "willy-nilly al over the west," and
shelved the policy.

In this book, Skillen gets at the truth behind these contrary interpretations and claimsto clarify how federal
ecosystem management worked—and didn't—and how many of the principlesit embodied continue to
influence federal land and resource management in the twenty-first century. How the policy's lessons apply
to our politically and environmentally fraught moment is, finally, considerably clearer with thisinformed and
thoughtful book in hand.
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From reader reviews:
Spencer Fuentes:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Federal Ecosystem Management: Its Rise, Fall, and Afterlife? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Seth Sutherland:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Federal Ecosystem Management: Its Rise, Fall, and Afterlife this guide consist alot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Tracy Rojas:

With this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get alook at some books.
One of the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Federal Ecosystem Management: Its
Rise, Fall, and Afterlife. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Karen Morris:

Baook is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the
world. By book Federal Ecosystem Management: Its Rise, Fall, and Afterlife we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Federal
Ecosystem Management: Its Rise, Fall, and Afterlife. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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