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In this remarkable book, Steven Feld, pioneer of the anthropology of sound, listens to the vernacular
cosmopolitanism of jazz players in Ghana. Some have traveled widely, played with American jazz greats,
and blended the innovations of John Coltrane with local instruments and worldviews. Combining memoir,
biography, ethnography, and history, Feld conveys a diasporic intimacy and dialogue that contests American
nationalist and Afrocentric narratives of jazz history. His stories of Accra's jazz cosmopolitanism feature
Ghanaba/Guy Warren (1923–2008), the eccentric drummer who befriended the likes of Charlie Parker, Max
Roach, and Thelonious Monk in the United States in the 1950s, only to return, embittered, to Ghana, where
he became the country's leading experimentalist. Others whose stories figure prominently are Nii Noi
Nortey, who fuses the legacies of the black avant-gardes of the 1960s and 1970s with pan-African
philosophy in sculptural shrines to Coltrane and musical improvisations inspired by his work; the
percussionist Nii Otoo Annan, a traditional master inspired by Coltrane's drummers Elvin Jones and Rashied
Ali; and a union of Accra truck and minibus drivers whose squeeze-bulb honk-horn music for drivers'
funerals recalls the jazz funerals of New Orleans. Feld describes these artists' cosmopolitan outlook as an
"acoustemology," a way of knowing the world through sound.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Hawkes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra:
Five Musical Years in Ghana book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Benjamin Aldridge:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five Musical Years
in Ghana as your daily resource information.

Lisa Knight:

The actual book Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five Musical Years in Ghana will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five Musical
Years in Ghana is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Omer Brown:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Jazz Cosmopolitanism in Accra: Five
Musical Years in Ghana is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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