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In a funny, poignant, wonderfully original debut novel, the author of the acclaimed short-story collection
Trouble with Girls weaves a beguiling tale of fathers and sons, sons and lovers…and one unforgettable
summer in a young man’s life–somewhere between a past he doesn’t understand and a future he’s not ready
to live….

ALTERNATIVE ATLANTA

For thirty-year-old Gerald Brinkman, life in Atlanta in the year 1996–the summer of the Olympics–doesn’t
feel half bad. Writing reviews of basement rock bands for an alternative paper, Gerald has carefully avoided
getting a real job, while watching his old friends from grad school start careers, marriages, and affairs–often
with each other. But in this one life-changing summer, something is about to happen that will shake Gerald
out of his complacency forever.

Gerald’s father, his brilliant, vagabond, and utterly unhelpful father, wants to come and stay with him “for a
while.” Ever since childhood, Gerald has tried to bury his relationship with his father under a life of carefully
crafted wrong turns. And now Paul Brinkman has shown up with trash bags full of belongings, a medical
crisis, and an unbearable confession to make. But Gerald knows one thing for sure: He doesn’t want to hear
it. Try as he might to stop it, the future is bearing down on him. A job is being dangled in New York. A
secret from his past is waiting to be revealed. An ex-girlfriend is suddenly sending mixed signals. And in one
moment in one summer in the city of Atlanta, everything is about to change forever. When it does, Gerald is
going to have a whole new vision of who he is, who his father and friends are, and what he must do next.

An exhilarating and touching novel about family and flirtations, growing up and letting go, Alternative
Atlanta brilliantly captures a time of life when everything seems possible and impossible at the same time. It
is a work of dazzling storytelling from a writer of immense gifts.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Godwin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Alternative Atlanta. All type of book are
you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

John Bennett:

This Alternative Atlanta book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Alternative Atlanta
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Alternative Atlanta can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Alternative Atlanta
having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ronald Adams:

The knowledge that you get from Alternative Atlanta may be the more deep you digging the information that
hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise
but Alternative Atlanta giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Alternative
Atlanta instantly.

Kirk Mathews:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Alternative Atlanta, you may enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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