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WHIRLWIND isthefirst book to tell the complete, awe-inspiring story of the Allied air war against
Japan—the most important strategic bombing campaign inhistory. From the audacious Doolittle raid in 1942
to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, award-winning historian Barrett Tillman
recounts the saga from the perspectives of American and British aircrews who flew unprecedented missions
overthousands of miles of ocean, aswell as of the generalsand admirals who commanded them.

Whether describing the experiences of bomber crews based in China or the Marianas, fighter pilotson Iwo
Jima, or carrier aviators at sea, Tillman provides vivid details of the lives of the fliers and their support
personnel. Whirlwind takes readers into the cockpits and gun turrets of the mighty B-29 Superfortress, the
largest bomber built up to that time. Tillman dramatically re-creates the sweep of wartime emotions that
crews endured on fifteen-hour missions, grappling with the extreme tedium of cramped spaces and with
adrenaline spikesin flak-studded skies, knowing that a bailout would put them at the mercy of a merciless
enemy or an unforgiving sea.

A major character isthe controversial and brilliant General Curtis LeMay, who rewrote strategic bombing
tactics. His command’ s fire-bombing missions incinerated fully half of Tokyo and many other cities,
crippling Japan’ s industry while still failing to force surrender.

Whirlwind examines the immense logistics and construction efforts necessary to support Superfortressesin
Asiaand the Mariana Idlands, as well asthe tireless efforts of engineers to build huge air bases from
scratch.It aso describes the unheralded missions that American bomber crews flew from the Aleutian Islands
to Japan’s northernmost Kuril Islands.

Never has the Japanese side of the story been so thoroughly examined. If Washington, D.C., represented a
“second front” in Army-Navy rivalry, the situation in Tokyo approached a full-contact sport. Tillman's
description of Japan’ s willfully inadequate approach to civil defenseis eye-opening. Similarly, he examines
the mind-set in Tokyo’' s war cabinet, which ignored the atomic destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
requiring the emperor’s personal intervention to avert aghastly Allied invasion.

Tillman shows how, despite the Allies’ ultimate success, mistakes and shortsighted policies made victory
more costly in lives and effort. He faults the lack of aunified command for allowing the Army Air Forces
and the Navy to pursue parochia goals at the expense of the larger mission, and he questions the premature
commitment of the enormously sophisticated B-29 to the most primitive theater in Indiaand China.

Whirlwind is one of the last histories of World War 11 written with the contribution of men who fought in

it.With unexcelled macro- and microperspectives, Whirlwind is destined to become a standard reference on
the war, on multiservice operations, and on the human capacity for individual heroism and national folly.
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From reader reviews:
Karole Standley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This Whirlwind: The Air War Against Japan,
1942-1945 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

L ois Cox:

This Whirlwind: The Air War Against Japan, 1942-1945 usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Whirlwind: The Air War Against Japan, 1942-1945 can be
one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Whirlwind: The Air War Against Japan, 1942-1945 forcing you to have an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

James Lightle:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need
more time to be study. Whirlwind: The Air War Against Japan, 1942-1945 can be your answer because it can
be read by you who have those short free time problems.

L owell Decoteau:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Whirlwind: The
Air War Against Japan, 1942-1945.
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