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Poetry, for Jed Rasula, bears traces of our entanglement with our surroundings, and these traces define a
collective voice in modern poetry independent of the more specific influences and backgrounds of the poets
themselves. In This Compost Rasula surveys both the convictions asserted by American poets and the poetics
they develop in their craft, all with an eye toward an emerging ecological worldview.

Rasula begins by examining poets associated with Black Mountain College in the 1950s--Charles Olson,
Robert Creeley, and Robert Duncan--and their successors. But This Compost extends to include earlier poets
like Robinson Jeffers, Ezra Pound, Louis Zukofsky, Kenneth Rexroth, and Muriel Rukeyser, as well as
Clayton Eshleman, Gary Snyder, Michael McClure, and other contemporary poets. Walt Whitman and Emily
Dickinson also make appearances. Rasula draws this diverse group of poets together, uncovering how the
past is a "compost" fertilizing the present. He looks at the heritage of ancient lore and the legacy of modern
history and colonial violence as factors contributing to ecological imperatives in modern poetry.

This Compost restores the dialogue between poetic language and the geophysical, biological realm of nature
that so much postmodern discourse has sought to silence. It is a fully developed, carefully argued book that
deals with an underrepresented element in modern American culture, where the natural world and those who
write about it have been greatly neglected in contemporary literary history and theory.
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From reader reviews:

Scarlet Rome:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book This Compost: Ecological Imperatives in American
Poetry was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve This Compost: Ecological Imperatives in American
Poetry is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book This
Compost: Ecological Imperatives in American Poetry. You never really feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Elizabeth Jamerson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take This Compost: Ecological Imperatives in American
Poetry as your daily resource information.

Michael Blossom:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled This Compost: Ecological Imperatives in
American Poetry can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Herbert Oakley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the This Compost: Ecological Imperatives in American Poetry when you
needed it?
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