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What Roger Ferlo did for the Bible in Opening the Bible, volume 2 of The New Church's Teaching Series,
Jeffrey Lee now does for the prayer book in volume 7 of the series. Opening the Prayer Book introduces us
to the history and liturgies of The Book of Common Prayer, and helps us understand why the prayer book is
such an important aspect of Anglican self-understanding.

Lee begins with the fundamental question, “What is common prayer?” He explores some of the ways in
which our worship according to The Book of Common Prayer affects who we are as a church, and the way it
shapes our lives of faith. In chapter 2 Lee turns to the development of patterns of liturgy from the time of
Jesus to the Reformation, tracing changes in the primary liturgies of baptism, eucharist, and daily prayer. The
American prayer book is the focus of chapter 3, from the earliest revisions in the new nation through the
liturgical scholarship that led to the substantial theological and liturgical changes in the 1979 Book of
Common Prayer.

Chapter 4 begins a survey of the pages of the prayer book itself. Lee examines in particular the liturgies of
Holy Week and Easter, baptism and eucharist, and the daily office, with a view to understanding the way the
parts of the services are rooted in the historical prayers of the church and at the same time reflect the living
tradition of Christians today. This theme is further developed in chapter 5, which focuses on the prayer book
and our common life. Here Lee discusses questions of how a common prayer book can be responsive to a
growing variety of pastoral situations and diverse cultures in a fast-changing world. The final chapter
addresses the future of the prayer book within the Anglican Communion, in light of demands for further
revision and for greater freedom to adapt the prayer book to local needs and beliefs.

As with each book in The New Church's Teaching Series, recommended resources for further reading and
questions for discussion are included.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McDonald:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for us. The book Opening the Prayer Book (New Church's Teaching
Series) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The book Opening the Prayer Book (New Church's Teaching Series) is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Opening
the Prayer Book (New Church's Teaching Series). You never experience lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Breanne Gardner:

The experience that you get from Opening the Prayer Book (New Church's Teaching Series) will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Opening the Prayer Book (New Church's Teaching
Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Opening the Prayer Book (New
Church's Teaching Series) instantly.

Eunice Randle:

The e-book untitled Opening the Prayer Book (New Church's Teaching Series) is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Opening the Prayer Book (New Church's
Teaching Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Kirk Mathews:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Opening the Prayer Book (New Church's
Teaching Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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