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In 1924, Professor Ueno Eizaburo of Tokyo Imperial University adopted an Akita puppy he named Hachiko.
Each evening Hachiko greeted Ueno on his return to Shibuya Station. In May 1925 Ueno died while giving a
lecture. Every day for over nine years the Akita waited at Shibuya Station, eventually becoming nationally
and even internationally famous for his purported loyalty. A year before his death in 1935, the city of Tokyo
erected a statue of Hachiko outside the station. The story of Hachiko reveals much about the place of dogs in
Japan's cultural imagination.

In the groundbreaking Empire of Dogs, Aaron Herald Skabelund examines the history and cultural
significance of dogs in nineteenth- and twentieth-century Japan, beginning with the arrival of Western dog
breeds and new modes of dog keeping, which spread throughout the world with Western imperialism. He
highlights how dogs joined with humans to create the modern imperial world and how, in turn, imperialism
shaped dogs' bodies and their relationship with humans through its impact on dog-breeding and dog-keeping
practices that pervade much of the world today.

In a book that is both enlightening and entertaining, Skabelund focuses on actual and metaphorical dogs in a
variety of contexts: the rhetorical pairing of the Western "colonial dog" with native canines; subsequent
campaigns against indigenous canines in the imperial realm; the creation, maintenance, and in some cases
restoration of Japanese dog breeds, including the Shiba Inu; the mobilization of military dogs, both real and
fictional; and the emergence of Japan as a "pet superpower" in the second half of the twentieth century.
Through this provocative account, Skabelund demonstrates how animals generally and canines specifically
have contributed to the creation of our shared history, and how certain dogs have subtly influenced how that
history is told. Generously illustrated with both color and black-and-white images, Empire of Dogs shows
that human-canine relations often expose how people-especially those with power and wealth-use animals to
define, regulate, and enforce political and social boundaries between themselves and other humans,
especially in imperial contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Caves:

The book Empire of Dogs: Canines, Japan, and the Making of the Modern Imperial World (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Empire of
Dogs: Canines, Japan, and the Making of the Modern Imperial World (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like open and read a reserve Empire of Dogs: Canines, Japan, and the Making of the Modern Imperial
World (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Raymond Floyd:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Empire of Dogs: Canines, Japan, and
the Making of the Modern Imperial World (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Florinda Redfern:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Empire of Dogs: Canines, Japan, and the Making of
the Modern Imperial World (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can be
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Roberta Anglin:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Empire of Dogs: Canines, Japan, and the
Making of the Modern Imperial World (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia



University) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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