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Collegiate Republic offers a compellingly different view of the first generation of college communities
founded after the American Revolution. Such histories have usually taken the form of the institutional tale,
charting the growth of a single institution and the male minds within it. Focusing on the published and
private writings of the families who founded and ran new colleges in antebellum America--including
Bowdoin College, Washington College (later Washington and Lee), and Franklin College in Georgia--
Margaret Sumner argues that these institutions not only trained white male elites for professions and
leadership positions but also were part of a wider interregional network of social laboratories for the new
nation. Colleges, and the educational enterprise flourishing around them, provided crucial cultural
construction sites where early Americans explored organizing elements of gender, race, and class as they
attempted to shape a model society and citizenry fit for a new republic.

Within this experimental world, a diverse group of inhabitants--men and women, white and "colored," free
and unfree--debated, defined, and promoted social and intellectual standards that were adopted by many
living in an expanding nation in need of organizing principles. Priding themselves on the enlightened and
purified state of their small communities, the leaders of this world regularly promoted their own minds,
behaviors, and communities as authoritative templates for national emulation. Tracking these key figures as
they circulate through college structures, professorial parlors, female academies, Liberian settlements,
legislative halls, and main streets, achieving some of their cultural goals and failing at many others, Sumner's
book shows formative American educational principles in action, tracing the interplay between the
construction and dissemination of early national knowledge and the creation of cultural standards and social
conventions.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

The e-book with title Collegiate Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society in Early America (Jeffersonian
America) has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Patsy Hall:

Why? Because this Collegiate Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society in Early America (Jeffersonian
America) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Dora Dickey:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love Collegiate Republic: Cultivating an Ideal Society in Early
America (Jeffersonian America), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Ruth Lowry:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Collegiate Republic: Cultivating an Ideal
Society in Early America (Jeffersonian America) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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