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They may shave their heads, don simple robes, and renounce materialism and worldly desires. But the
women seeking enlightenment in a Buddhist nunnery high in the folds of Himalayan Kashmir invariably find
themselves subject to the tyrannies of subsistence, subordination, and sexuality. Ultimately, Buddhist
monasticism reflects the very world it is supposed to renounce. Butter and barley prove to be as critical to
monastic life as merit and meditation. Kim Gutschow lived for more than three years among these women,
collecting their stories, observing their ways, studying their lives. Her book offers the first ethnography of
Tibetan Buddhist society from the perspective of its nuns.

Gutschow depicts a gender hierarchy where nuns serve and monks direct, where monks bless the fields and
kitchens while nuns toil in them. Monasteries may retain historical endowments and significant political and
social power, yet global flows of capitalism, tourism, and feminism have begun to erode the balance of
power between monks and nuns. Despite the obstacles of being considered impure and inferior, nuns engage
in everyday forms of resistance to pursue their ascetic and personal goals.

A richly textured picture of the little known culture of a Buddhist nunnery, the book offers moving narratives
of nuns struggling with the Buddhist discipline of detachment. Its analysis of the way in which gender and
sexuality construct ritual and social power provides valuable insight into the relationship between women
and religion in South Asiatoday.
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From reader reviews:
Keith Smith:

The book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN to become your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many
or al subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like wide open and read aguide BEING A BUDDHIST
NUN. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Pat Billings:

The book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Richard Holeman:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook different
you can read a book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours aday to reading a e-book. The book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQOore
very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is hot too expensive but this book possesses
high quality.

Bernice Smith:

That book can make you to feel relax. Thisbook BEING A BUDDHIST NUN was bright colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book BEING A BUDDHIST NUN has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore, not at al of book usualy are make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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