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For years critics have held that literary modernism was both apolitical and solipsistic. While the former
charge began to give way with the recession of New Criticism, the latter has grown in strength as a lead-in to
the claim that postmodernism is apolitical and solipsistic. Against this backdrop, Kevin Bell surveys fiction
by Conrad, Woolf, Faulkner, West, Ellison, and Himes to show that modernism is a sharply philosophical
archive. In Ashes Taken for Fire, he argues that modernism exposes cultural identities such as blackness as
mere strategies of conforming the self into belonging. Bell’s examination pursues the question of nonidentity
through sound, silence, and gesture, treating these as technologies of reading the contradictions, breakdowns,
and erasures that constitute subjectivity. His analysis of these texts reveals that the aesthetic investigations
they perform undo the logic of cultural identity, devastating such reductive rubrics as “race” or “gender.”
Ashes Taken for Fire explores the experience of blackness in both its chromatic/ocular and “racial” registers.
For while blackness operates as a standard figural expression for disorientation, its presumably “voided”
character is reprojected in this work as an immanent force of possibility and experimentation. Kevin Bell is
assistant professor of English and comparative literary studies at Northwestern University.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity.
Try to face the book Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity as your friend.
It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Patricia Rhee:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Ashes Taken
for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity.

Bonnie Mentzer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic
Modernism and the Critique of Identity publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity as good book not simply by the
cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Teresa Propst:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are



these claims Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity.
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