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The Poet's Holy Craft represents the first full-length analysis and interpretation of William Gilmore Smms's
poetry. Matthew C. Brennan demonstrates the comprehensiveness of Simms's romanticism by examining
Simms's poetics, his experimental sonnets, and his deep affinity to William Wordsworth, which especially
shows in Simms's pioneering attitudes toward nature and ecology.

The poetic career of antebellum Charleston writer William Gilmore Simms constitutes a cautionary tale of
how ambition worthy of John Keats and talent comparable to any American poet before Walt Whitman could
not alone guarantee atoehold in the literary canon. Although praised in his lifetime by the likes of Edgar
Allan Poe and William Cullen Bryant, Simms as a poet faced virtual erasure from the American canon until a
recent revival of scholarship. Building on the work of James Everett Kibler, Brennan argues that Simms
exhibits the influence of British romanticism earlier than do his canonic contemporaries Henry W.
Longfellow, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Henry David Thoreau. Brennan's reappraisal maps Simms's early
imitation of neoclassicism and George Lord Byron, and his slightly later absorption of Keats, Percy Bysshe
Shelley, and Gothicism. Through study of Simms's |etters, reviews, extant lectures, manuscripts, and drafts,
Brennan delineates his subject's romantic poetics and offers new insightsinto his revision process. Brennan
findsin Simms an interest in experimentation with the forms and themes of the romantic sonnet that
supersedes that of even the British romantics. Noting Simms's deep affinity to Wordsworth, and to a lesser
degree Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Brennan portrays Simms as remarkably in advance of Thoreau, although
from a Southern context, in the environmental concerns that present themselvesin his contemplative poetry
and in hislife and work at his home, Woodlands plantation.

In short The Poet's Holy Craft offers a corrective that rescues Simms from the long shadow
cast on his literary legacy by his Confederate affiliations and illumines his original contributions
to the romantic verse tradition.
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From reader reviews:
Jill Davis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim aswell as goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
arereadlly reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Poet's Holy Craft: William Gilmore Simms and Romantic
Verse Tradition.

Ardith Bobo:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Poet's Holy Craft: William
Gilmore Simms and Romantic Verse Tradition can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Laurel Ramer:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Poet's Holy Craft: William Gilmore Simms and
Romantic Verse Tradition can give you alot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? L et me have The Poet's Holy
Craft: William Gilmore Simms and Romantic Verse Tradition.

Harry Greene:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Poet's Holy Craft: William Gilmore Simms and Romantic Verse Tradition we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
this book The Poet's Holy Craft: William Gilmore Simms and Romantic Verse Tradition. Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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