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In Stages of Thought, Michael Barnes examines a pattern of cognitive development that has evolved over
thousands of years--a pattern manifest in both science and religion. He describes how the major world
cultures built upon our natural human language skills to add literacy, logic, and, now, a highly critical self-
awareness. In tracing the histories of both scientific and religious thought, Barnes shows why we think the
way that we do today.
Although religious and scientific modes of thought are often portrayed as contradictory-one is highly rational
while the other appeals to tradition and faith-Barnes argues that they evolved together and are actually
complementary. Using the developmental thought of Piaget, he argues that cultures develop like individuals
in that both learn easier cognitive skills first and master the harder ones later. This is especially true, says
Barnes, because the harder ones often require first the creation of cognitive technology like writing or formal
logic as well as the creation of social institutions that teach and sustain those skills. Barnes goes on to
delineate the successive stages of the co-evolution of religious and scientific thought in the West, from the
preliterate cultures of antiquity up to the present time. Along the way, he covers topics such as the impact of
literacy on human modes of thought; the development of formalized logic and philosophical reflections; the
emergence of an explicitly rational science; the birth of formal theologies; and, more recently, the growth of
modern empirical science.
This groundbreaking book offers a thorough and persuasive argument in favor of the development of modes
of thought across cultures. It will serve as an invaluable resource for historians of religion, philosophers and
historians of science, and anyone interested in the relationship between religion and science.
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From reader reviews:

Jennie Miller:

Here thing why this kind of Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and Science are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution
of Religious Thought and Science giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious
Thought and Science. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and
Science in e-book can be your substitute.

William McClanahan:

The actual book Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and Science will bring one to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Stages of Thought: The Co-
Evolution of Religious Thought and Science is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Christopher Hickman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and Science.

William Lebel:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious
Thought and Science to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book
and examine it. Beside that the e-book Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and
Science can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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